
SPANISH ADOLESCENTS´ CHARACTERISTICS AND NEEDS

The aim of the present study is to examine the complex relationships that exist among different variables: how the adolescents perceive theirselves (selfsteem, self efficacy), action competence (skills, effort, 
abilities) variables regarding their social context (such as family and peer relationships), future goals (hopes, worries, interests, future education – occupation, leisure and posibilities to obtain them), and 
school adjustment. 
The sample was formed by 126 adolescents from 13 to 18 years of age. The survey was administered to 65 students of Secondary School curricula (non at-risk group) and to 61 students who were referred 
by the Municipal Social Services (at-risk group).

METHOD

All the data were submitted to MCA analysis (PARTI-DECLA and CLASS- MINER procedures) Five classes were obtained but only the first three were taken given that they allowed for classifying 88,10%
of the sample, and they had no omissions at all their indicators.
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RESULT

Gender and risk status have been the most informative variables associated to the types of adolescents obtained.
Non at-risk group (type 1 and 2) have a better performance of their activities, which are richer and more varied. They feel satisfied with their lives and point out varied interests related to the obtaining of 
future goals. The relationship with their families are very good and they have their support.
At-risk group (type 3) does not get good results in their activities, which are academic activities or night way outs. Their  models of reference are their peers, they do not find a strong familiar support.
Type 4 adolescents does not have a great familiar support, they are not satisfied with their lives, their referents are famous people and they have the support of their teachers.
family.
We must direct mainly the intervention to adolescents in Type 3 and 4, in order to prevent the abandonment of the studies and the future worries and problems that would appear in their socio-labour 
integration. 

TYPE 4

6,35 %

TYPE 3

12,70 %

Associated
characteristics:

To belong to the at-risk 
group.

Girls and boys. � To have little confidence in his/her family. 

� Not passing the exams.

�Not doing well the activities that he/she realises.

� Do not attending classes regularly.

� To have little family support only on some 

situations.

� To have his friends or girlfriends or boyfriends 

as models of reference.

� Not to feel supported by his/her partners.

� To point out positive experiences associated to 

getting material things.

� Not to have their material needs covered.

� His/her family worries a little about his/her 

problems.

� To perform few activities in a week.

� To go out to parties at weekends.

� Do not have confidence in his/her family.

� Not being able of telling his/her family what 

happens.

� His/her family does not care for his problems.

� Do not receive support of his/her family.

� Feel loved sometimes by his/her family.

� The members of his/her family used to have 

conflictive relationships.

� To have models of success: Football-players, 

singers, top-models,  as reference.

� Not being satisfied with his/her current life.

� Feel accompanied by his/her teachers sometimes.

TYPE 2

37,30 %

TYPE 1

38,10 %

� To be member of a juvenile association.

� The members of the family get on well.

� His/her family worries a lot about his/her 

problems.

� Interest for studying at the university.

� All the activities he/she realises are well done.

� To know the resources of his/her 

neighbourhood.

� To have their needs covered.

�To have family support.

� To be able to communicate with their family.

� Interested in having a professional development.

� To be satisfied with his/her current life.

� To have confidence in his/her family.

� To share interests with friends, boyfriends or 

girlfriends.

� To be able to fulfil his/her future goals.

� To pass the exams.

� To feel supported by his/her teachers.

� All the activities he/she realises are well 

done.

� The members of the family get on well.

� His/her family worries a lot for his/her 

problems.

� Interest for practising sports, hobbies.

� Not being member of any juvenile association.

� To be able to communicate with his/her 

family.

� Interest for studying at the university.

� To have confidence in his/her family.

� To have a family support.

� To attend classes regularly.

�To have many friends.

Associated
characteristics: 
Boys, non at-risk group.

Associated
characteristics:
Girls, non at-risk group.
High-level habitat.

CONCLUSIONS 


